
Omagh Academy is delighted to report that the school was informed by CCEA of  a number of top                
candidates in the summer 2018 examination series.

A Level 
Armour Young  Joint first - History
Cara McQuaid   Second - Health & Social Care  

GCSE
Tyler Buchanan    Second  - Mathematics
Naomi Orr   First - Religious Studies (Full course)
Lois Johnston   Joint second -Religious Studies (Full course)
     
We congratulate the pupils on their fantastic achievements and acknowledge the commitment and support 
of both parents and teachers. Armour Young and Naomi Orr have been invited to the ‘Celebrating Success’ 
event hosted by CCEA in the Titanic Museum, Belfast on Tuesday 18th December.

THE SPRING TERM BEGINS ON MONDAY 7TH JANUARY 2019

OMAGH ACADEMY
AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Top Candidates In CCEA Examinations

Omagh Academy presents ‘My Fair Lady’

Omagh Academy presented the musical ‘My Fair Lady’ at the Strule Arts Centre on 21st – 23rd November.  
What a production!  We are immensely proud of the pupils and staff who worked so hard to deliver perfor-
mances which were polished, humorous and touching.  The Cast of 32 pupils from Years 10-14 delivered as-
tounding performances and we have been so encouraged by the audiences who attended – many saying that 
this was a show to rival the West End!  Thank you so much for your commitment and dedication.  We know 
that you will treasure the memories of ‘My Fair Lady’ for a long time.  Bravo!



‘My Fair Lady’

 With thanks to Jude Browne    
   Photography





ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

IN THE EVENT OF THE SCHOOL NEEDING TO CLOSE OWING TO AD-
VERSE WEATHER A TEXT MESSAGE  WILL BE SENT TO PARENTS AND 
A MESSAGE DISPLAYED ON THE SCHOOL WEBSITE, BY 7.30AM IF                    
FEASIBLE.

 Visit Of Dr William Matchett

On Tuesday 9th October the Year 11 and 12 GCSE 
History pupils welcomed former RUC officer and 
intelligence security expert, Dr William Matchett to 
Omagh Academy. William has worked in Afghani-
stan and Iraq assisting forces from the USA training 
new police forces. William talked to the pupils about 
the conflict in Northern Ireland and how the police 
tried to deal with divisions in society throughout the 
Troubles. He went on to explain the threats to peace 
in the countries in the Middle East. He also took 
questions from pupils on the conflict and policing 
on the island of Ireland as well as reflecting on the 
current political situation. The pupils found the talk 
interesting and engaging as it linked to their GCSE 
History course which looks at the Troubles in North-
ern Ireland and International Relations 1945-2003. 

Mr Mitchell

On Saturday 10th November a group of A-Level History 
students from the Omagh Area Learning Community 
attended a trip organised by Omagh Academy History 
department. The trip began with a bus tour of the Pettigo-
Belleek Salient by the esteemed historian John Cunning-
ham. He showed students where Winston Churchill stayed 
when visiting Pettigo and the key flashpoints during the 
IRA invasion of 1922. After a quick tea in Belleek the group 
arrived in Ballyshannon for the History Hedge School 
round table debate “The 1918 General Election: Politi-
cal Earthquake or Same Old, Same Old?”. Part of the 
Allingham Arts Festival, the debate was chaired by History 
Ireland editor, Tommy Graham, and his panel of experts 

— Brian Hanley(University of Edinburgh), Brian Walker(Queen’s University, Belfast), Pauric Travers(Chair, 
BAI), Margaret O’Callaghan (Queen’s University, Belfast).  The event helped students understand a key 
period of History whilst giving them the opportunity to meet lecturers from Russell group universities.  Our 
thanks go to the teachers and pupils from all schools in the Learning Community who supported the event.

Mrs Gregg

 Omagh Learning Community History Trip



         Year 14 Historians Participate In Shared Education 
Trip To Dublin

As part of the Strule Shared Education Initiative, Year 14 History students joined an overnight trip to Dublin 
organised by the Omagh Academy History Department.  Upon arrival in Dublin students visited Collin’s Bar-
racks, where they saw many exhibits including; War in the Mud, The Irish soldier in Belgium in the summer of 
1917 and the newly renovated Asquith (the yacht used by the IVF during the Howth gun-running). Next was a 
guided tour of Glasnevin cemetery where students witnessed first-hand the graves of Parnell, Daniel O’Connell 
and many other prominent Irish figures. After tea there was time for a little retail therapy before another day of 
1916 history. On Thursday, students partook in the GPO witness history tour where an interactive and guided 
tour took them to the heart of the events of 1916. The grand finale was a walking historical tour of Dublin 
with Dr Rees juxtaposed with a historical bus tour with actors in period costume. A good time was had by all. 
Thanks must go to Dr Rees and all the teachers in attendance. 

Mrs Gregg

Pupils viewing the Asquith exhibit at Collin’s Bar-
racks.

Year 14 pupils sighteeing in Dublin as part of their 
History trip.

On Wednesday 7th November a group of A-Level Stu-
dents attended an event organised by Queen’s Uni-
versity, Belfast. The event introduced A-level history 
students to economics-based approaches to studying 
history and showed how quantitative historical data 
can shed light on existing historical debates. Students 
were encouraged to look at history from beyond spe-
cific times or places: to look at the economic forces 
that have shaped our world in the past and that will 
continue to shape our world in the future. 

Mrs Gregg

A Level History Event At Queen’s 
University

This term the Year 12 GCSE Agriculture and Land 
Use pupils began their research project, studying the 
impact of technology on farm productivity. To gain 
a greater awareness of one type of technology used 
on farms, we invited Richard Walker from Genus 
ABS in to speak on Artificial Insemination. Richard 
talked to the pupils about the impact of population 
growth on farm productivity worldwide and how 
we can increase production of meat through better 
genetics. We gained an understanding of the impor-
tance of artificial insemination in producing a higher 
milk yield, within the dairy industry especially.                             
Richard also answered questions from pupils. The 
talk was both insightful and valuable in giving pupils 
further information for their project write up.  

Mrs Lennox

Agriculture and Land use Pupils 
Host Speaker From Genus Abs



Once again in October, Maths week hit Omagh Academy and the department, with the help of Year 13 Math-
ematics students, organised a successful range of exciting and challenging mathematics events each day for 
all year groups with great prizes on offer. Events that took place included Mathsletics, Bingo, ‘Mathematical 
Dingbats’, Mangahigh, #iusemaths, Maths Heroes table quiz ,our infamous Pi competition and many more. A 
full description of events will be outlined in the end of year school magazine.

Mrs Trimble

    Maths Week Ireland 2018

Mangahigh winners. Enjoying maths bingo in the library.

In November, Omagh Academy Year 13 and Year 14 
Mathemaics pupils were most successful in the re-
cent UK Senior Mathematics Challenge. Nearly half 
of those fifty eight pupils who sat the challenge were 
successful in receiving certificates with seven pupils 
gaining silver certificates and eighteen pupils receiv-
ing bronze certificates. Congratulations to all pupils 
who took part but especially to Tyler Buchanan 
(Year 13 ) who received a silver and ‘Best in school’ 
certificate. Also, congratulations must be extended 
to Zena Alexander who was ‘Best in Year 14’. Well 
done!

Mrs Trimble

    Uk Senior Mathematics Challenge 2018

Tyler Buchanan who was 
‘Best in school’ in the 
UK Senior Mathematics         
Challenge.

Silver certificate winners. Bronze certificate winners.



Every Monday lunchtime the Eco-Schools commit-
tee meet to take part in a range of various activities. 
We aim to improve the bio-diversity of the school 
grounds and reduce litter and waste around school.  
In September we carried out a leaf identification 
activity to familiarise ourselves with the trees in the 
school grounds. We also spent time weeding and 
maintaining the eco garden and pond area. 

In October we learnt about the common garden birds 
found in Northern Ireland and fed the birds. Time 
was also spent in the Eco-school garden identifying 
plants and insects.

In November we took part in the European Waste 
Reduction Week. Through this we participated in 
litter picks around the school and produced a Power-
Point to encourage recycling. We are again involved 
in the recycling scheme ‘Cash for clobber’ and we 
would be most grateful of any donations of unwanted 
clothes, which can be left into the school office. We 
also made Banana bread using a recipe from the web-
site ‘Love Food Hate Waste’ which gives recipes for 
any leftover food items. 

Mrs McColgan

Making banana bread.

    Ec0-Schools Committee Report

Planting flowers.

Junior SU pupils were presented with a basket of 
sweets from Logos Ministries International (LMI) on 
Tuesday 25th September. Last year our Junior SU won 
the annual competition run by LMI. The sweets were 
from Aunt Sandra’s sweet factory in Belfast and were 
a big hit with the pupils! Danny Roberts and Catalin 
Dieaconu from LMI came to speak to the pupils and 
present them with their prize. Catalin is from Roma-
nia and grew up in an orphanage. He spoke about 
experiencing love from a local church community 
and becoming a Christian. Junior SU is takes place 
in the Lecture Theatre on Tuesday lunchtimes and 
attracts around 60 pupils each week.

Mrs Beacom

    Junior Scripture Union

Junior SU members packed 42 boxes 
for the Samaritan’s Purse Appeal.



In August we warmly welcomed our new Princi-
pal, Mrs Maxwell. Mrs Maxwell has joined us from               
Enniskillen Royal Grammar School.         
Congratulations to Mrs Donnelly on the birth of her 
daughter, Stacey.
We extend our thanks to Mrs Fields for covering 
in the Art Department for Mrs Chittick this term. 
We welcomed back Mrs Chittick from maternity 
leave on 17th December. Mr Butler is covering Mrs               
Donnelly ‘s maternity leave in the IT Department. 
Finally, Mr Fyffe has been appointed as a temporary 
teacher of Music, replacing Mrs Melarkey.
Mr Scott, Miss McLaughlin and Miss Crawford have 
joined us this term to provide classroom support. 
We said goodbye to our Reprographics Technician, 
Mr E Smyth at the end of September after 8 years 
loyal service.  We wish him every success in his new 
employment.
At half term we said a fond farewell to Vice Princi-
pal, Mrs Smith who served 38 years of her 40 year 
teaching career in Omagh Academy. She will be 
much missed by us all. We wish her a long and happy 
retirement.

    Commonwealth Angling Schools Tournament

    Staff News

On Friday 7th September, seven pupils in Year 9, accompanied by Mr. Cairns and Mrs Warnock, attended the 
Commonwealth Angling Schools Tournament at Omagh Leisure Centre. 
This event was organised by the Loughs Agency and DAERA to coincide with the Commonwealth Fly Fish-
ing Championships taking place in Northern Ireland that week.
South African team member Alison O’Brien was our guide and mentor, as we took part in workshops includ-
ing fish dissection, invertebrate identification and water safety.
Pupils also enjoyed “tying a fly” and had a go at coarse fishing in the pond at the leisure centre.
Omagh Academy pupils were awarded two trophies at the event and really enjoyed learning more about an-
gling and the local environment, and were stars in the Loughs Agency video on YouTube viewable here: bit.
ly/2OsxYOV
Watch this space for how angling develops in Omagh Academy!

Mr Cairns

Year 9 pupils, Gareth, 
Ben, William and 
Timothy pictured with 
past pupil, Hannah 
Catterson representing 
the Loughs Agency.

Retiring Vice Principal, Mrs Smith with 
members of the cast of ‘My Fair Lady’.



  Modern Languages Department News

Our new Language Assistants

The Modern Languages Department welcomed 
three brand new Language Assistants in September.  
Jeanne, our French Assistant, is from Nantes.  Maria, 
our Spanish Assistant, is from Vigo in the region of 
Galicia in Spain originally, but now lives with her 
family in Omagh.  Petra too, our German Assistant, 
lives outside Omagh but hails from Hannover in 
Germany.  

We feel very fortunate to have our language Assis-
tants in Omagh Academy.  Every language learner 
in school has contact them with them on a regular 
basis, which improves our cultural knowledge, our 
vocabulary, pronunciation and accent.  In years 13 
and 14 each A level student spends two periods a 
week in small conversation classes with the Assistant 
which boosts their spontaneous speech and con-
fidence to become fluent speakers of their chosen 
foreign language by the end of their time at school.  

The French Play by Onatti Theatre Company

On Monday 8th October we invited the Onatti The-
atre Company to perform a play entirely in French 
called ‘La Salle des Énigmes’.  All learners of French 
from year 8 to year 14 enjoyed the comedy which 
was set in an escape room where the actors had to 
solve puzzles with clues in order to ‘escape’. Volun-
teers from the audience enjoyed their chance to be 
involved in the action on stage and speak spontane-
ous French.  We all realised that we can understand 
much more French language than we at first thought 
when acting, props and body language all help us!

AILO – All Ireland Linguistics Olympiad 2019

Training sessions have started after school on a 
Wednesday for the AILO competition Round 1 on 
29th January 2019. The sessions welcome all ages and 
the language teachers work with pupils in a relaxed 
setting to help solve various puzzles in a wide variety 
of world languages.  So, if you are up for a challenge 
and like solving puzzles, come along on a Wednesday 
to the languages department and have fun!  Please 
check the posters around school for dates and room 
numbers.  This competition usually attracts upwards 
of 1400 participants across Ireland.  The top 100 
pupils from Round 1 will go forward to the Final in 
Dublin City University in March.

Paris Trip – 24-27th March 2019

Year 11 and Year 12 GCSE French pupils will be 
enjoying the sights and sounds of Paris in March.  As 
well as French conversation lessons in the French 
capital, they will fill their days visiting all the major 
attractions: the Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame Cathe-
dral, the Sacré-Coeur Basilica and Montmartre, the 
Louvre museum, the Palace of Versailles as well as a 
night-cruise on the Seine, a stroll around the Latin 
Quarter and shopping on the famous Champs Ely-
sées. 

Mrs Henderson

Various ensembles from the Music Department have 
been working hard throughout the term to present a 
selection of Christmas music.

The Brass Band performed at the Strule Arts Centre 
on 15th December as guests of Strabane Brass Band.

The Brass Band, Senior Choir, Junior Choir along 
with the Piping, Woodwind, String and Guitar 
Ensembles performed at the school’s annual Carol 
Service on 18th December.

The Brass ensemble provided festive music at events 
in the Station Centre and at Omagh Library.

SPRING CONCERT 2019

Tickets for the Music Department’s annual concert 
are now on sale!  Two performances will take place 
on Thursday 7th March, 2019 at 2pm and 8pm in the 
Strule Arts Centre.  Tickets are available from the 
Box Office at SAC.  We hope to see you there!

Mrs Bingham

Christmas Music 2018



Year 11 PRINT WORKSHOP with Print-
maker, Fionnuala O’Neill

Year 11 Art and Design pupils spent a Tues-
day afternoon in the department working 
with printmaker Fionnuala O’Neill, produc-
ing a range of dry point prints. It was an en-
joyable session, resulting in excellent work. 
Well done everyone!

  An Update From The Art Department

AS/A2 INTAGLIO PRINT WORKSHOP facilitated 
by SEACOURT PRINT COMPANY on Wednesday 
17th October.

AS and A2 pupils participated in the Print Workshop 
delivered by the renowned Seacourt Print Company, 
Bangor. Pupils produced a series of experimental prints 
which will be add a diverse and valuable component to 
their AS and A2 course portfolios. 

ARTIST TALK BY ANNE MCCAUGHEY at the Strule 
Arts Centre on Wednesday 24th October.

AS and A2 attended a presentation by artist, Anne Mc-
Caughey in the Strule Arts Centre. The exhibition of her work 
entitled ‘The Last Autumn’ is currently on display in the Strule 
Arts and Centre. The pupils were given a personal insight into 
her work, concepts, style and technique of her paintings. A 
valuable experience and point of reference for their contextual 
inquiry.

SUCCESS IN THE CREDIT UNION ART COMPETIITON – 
‘The Force of Nature’

Congratulations to Rachel Patterson, Year 10 who was awarded 2nd 
place in her category in the Credit Union Art Competition 2018. 

The competition was about encouraging and rewarding self-ex-
pression, creativity and imagination among young artists through-
out Ireland. The competition required entrants to draw or paint 
artwork on the theme of ‘The Force of Nature’ using any media 
discipline. Rachel produced an excellent interpretation in waterco-
lours.  Her work will now go on to represent the Credit Union at 
regional level and if successful, at National level.

Mrs Colwell



  Year 10 Hat Parade

On Tuesday 11th December during PSE all of Year 10 
showcased their Hat Designs in a transformed Lec-
ture theatre themed, the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. Mr 
Suaraz, Mrs Beacom and Mrs Cuddy very kindly 
judged the designs and awarded the following win-
ners in each category.

Best Use of Materials: Louise Edgar

Most Innovative: Sarah Hamilton

Best Concept: Hollie Younger

Best Performance: Theo Latimer & Drew Patterson

Well done to everyone and thank you to the Year 10 
form teachers for judging the creations.

Mrs Colwell

Congratulations to Ben Robson in Year 10 who was 
the overall winner for the 2018 Christmas Card  
competition.

The winner and runner up in each Year group are as 
follows:

Year 8: 

Winner – Sophie Boyd 8D,

Runner up – Eleni Schizonikas 8A

Year 9:   

Winner – Sophie McMullin 9B

Runners Up – Eve Hamilton 9A & Hannah Johnston 
9A

Year 10:  

Winner– Joshua Robinson 10B

Runners up – Ella Monaghan 10C & Savannah              
Milligan 10C

Mrs Colwell

School Christmas Card Competition

Ben Robson is congratulated on his winning 
design by Mrs Maxwell.



On Tuesday 25th September, year 14 Biology pupils took a trip 
to Magilligan Field Centre, to further their understanding of the 
topic of succession. 

Despite the cold windy weather, they were able to measure factors 
like the % cover of various plants, length of plants and ratio of liv-
ing to dead leaves. Additionally, at each of the four sand dunes one 
group collected data on physical factors like temperature and light 
intensity. This data helped the pupils gain a practical understand-
ing of the topics they were learning in school, and gave evidence 
proving how organisms find ways to adapt and flourish in harsh 
environments. 

Mr Cairns

Biology Fieldwork

“Monkey Business,” Omagh Academy’s      
current Young Enterprise company, believe 
that prevention is better than cure. They 
have developed a resource aimed to help 
younger children reflect on the positive 
aspects of life in their early years, including 
feelings, family and friendship. 

The company offers children the opportunity 
to adopt a plush toy monkey, name it, and 
fill in a fun log book to teach their monkey 
about themselves.  In so doing, each child 
fosters their own personal, social and emo-
tional development. 

The team sold all their stock at Novem-
ber’s Omagh County Fair. Greater publicity 
was to follow at December’s Big Market in 
Belfast. There, the company product was filmed and Managing Director Amai Johnston interviewed by BBC 
Newsline. 

As ever, pupils have designed and crafted a unique product offering superb value. Watch out for “Monkey 
Business” at the Young Enterprise trade fair in Omagh on 5th February 2019!

Mr N Stewart

  Young Enterprise

On Wednesday 10th October Year 11 pupils attended a performance of ‘Macbeth’ at the Alley Theatre in Stra-
bane. It was an excellent performance which was enjoyed by pupils and staff alike. This was a valuable educa-
tional experience and helped to prepare pupils for their Controlled Assessment in English Literature. 

Mrs Fleming

Theatre Trip



On Tuesday 9th October Year 13 pupils took part in a 
Public Speaking Competition on Mental Health. The 
competition was organised to coincide with Mental 
Health Awareness Day. The topic was ‘How can we 
Feel Better and have good Mental Health?’ The pupils 
who took part were Jessica McCutcheon, Daniel Bell, 
Hadassa McFarland-Dias, Amai Johnston and Jack 
Latimer. All speeches were of an inspirational nature 
and were delivered to a group of Year 13 pupils. The 
winner was Amai Johnston. 

Year 13 Public Speaking  
Competition

Year 8 Public Speaking            
Competition

Year 8 pupils took part in a Public Speaking Competition on Thursday 29th November. The topic was ‘My 
Prized Possession.’ Sixteen pupils were selected from the four classes to take part. The winners were Robyn 
Huey, Eleni Schizonikas and Alex Coote. Congratulations to all pupils who took part.

Mrs Fleming

School Council Update

The School Council has been involved with Strule 
Student Council activities this term. On the 8th Octo-
ber pupils attended a site visit of the Strule campus to 
see where the five schools will be located on the site. 
This visit was an opportunity for pupils to ask ques-
tions about the building process.

Omagh Academy will be hosting the next Strule 
event on Wednesday 5th February when pupils from 
the other school will visit our school and find out 
about our school’s identity while also planning future 
events.

The School Council organised an Anti-Bullying 
Poster Competition where pupils from Years 8 and 9 
created posters to convey an anti-bullying message. 

Art Portfolio Presentation

The Art and Design Department had the pleasure of hosting past 
pupil, Rachel Sproule on Tuesday 23rd October. Rachel studied a 
Foundation course in Art and Design at the University of Ulster 
in Belfast. She has has now embarked on a BDes (Hons) course. 
Rachel presented her portfolio of work to AS and A2 pupils. We 
would like to thank her very much for taking the time and effort to 
share her experiences with the pupils and wish her every success in 
her new course. 

Mrs Colwell

Prizes were awarded for the best six posters.

Pupils from the school Council also attended a 
performance of the ‘School of Rock’ at Sacred Heart 
College on Wednesday 28th November. It was a very 
enjoyable event

The School Council continues to focus on making 
the school environment a more positive place for 
pupils.

Mrs Fleming



  Sports Committee 2018

Congratulations to the following pupils who have been chosen to be part of the sports committee:

Captains
Lauren Armstrong 
Rory Ritchie

Vice-captains
Amy Sproule
Jack Moore

Committee members
Oisin McBride
Harry Stevenson
Jack Henry
Alex Fegan
Sam Alderdice
Daniel Cairns
Lauren Kilfedder
Cassie Lagan
Amy McCollum
Katie Ballantine
Nadine Hunter

The results from the Swimming Gala held on Tues-
day 27th November at Omagh Leisure Centre were as 
follows:
Juniors 
Alanna Fleming finals of 25m backstroke 3rd
Tara O’Connor finals of 25m backstroke  6th
Claudia Moray finals 25m breaststroke 6th
Alanna Fleming finals of freestyle 3rd
Intermediate 
Andrew McPhillimy finals of 25m backstroke came 
4th
Cole Lawther 50m breaststroke finals 5th
Olivia Pinder 25m breaststroke final came 3rd
Andrew McPhillimy freestyle finals came 3rd
Olivia Pinder 25m freestyle final came 3rd
Rhianna Orr 25m freestyle final 5th
Seniors 
Ava Moore finals  25m breaststroke 3rd
Carl Logan finals 25m freestyle 6th

Congratulations to Jess Hood who represented Ulster 
U18s in Dublin in September during the interpro-
vincial tournament. Ulster were runners up behind 
eventual winners Leinster.

  Representing Ulster In 
Hockey

Fermanagh Omagh District 
Swimming Gala



A group of twenty two Year 8 pupils and three staff made the long journey to Manchester to watch Man-
chester Utd beat Young Boys in the Champion’s League. The 90mph winds on the Irish Sea meant we were 
delayed for 4 hours and when we eventually set sail, it was a very rocky journey! However, we finally made 
it to Manchester and quickly found our seats in the stadium with minutes to spare. Despite the only goal in 
the game coming from Fellani in the last minute, we really enjoyed the experience and great atmosphere in 
the stadium. The next morning we visited the amazing Trafford Centre for a couple of hours shopping before 
making our way north to Cairnryan for the return boat journey. We were home late but were keen to return 
to school to share about our fantastic trip!

Mrs Dickson

We organised a special whole school assembly in October to celebrate the achievements of an exceptional 
former pupil and recent hockey World Cup silver medallist, Shirley McCay. 
It was an honour to have Shirley, her parents Robert and Hazel and sister Lyndsay present at the assembly. 
We were all inspired to hear Shirley reminisce about her school days, her school hockey achievements (Junior 
Cup winners, Senior Schools’ Cup winners and All Ireland Champions 2005), her journey with Ireland for 
over 12 years and most recently the fantastic achievement of making the World Cup Finals in London.  
Mrs Dickson

  Visit Of Hockey World Cup Silver Medallist Shirley McCay

Mr Arbuthnot, 
Shirley McCay 
and Mrs Dickson.

Neave Nethery, 
Shirley McCay 
and Jess Hood.

  Year 8 Trip To Watch Manchester Utd v Young Boys



The 1stXI have had a very successful term so far, mak-
ing it to the semi final of the Ulster Superleague com-
petition. Winning all their group games, this meant a 
home fixture vs Belfast Royal Academy in the quarter 
finals. With the final score 2-2 (Amy McCollum, Sa-
mantha Crawford), it took penalty runs to determine 
the winner following a second half of BRA pressure.  
Jess Hood, Neave Nethery, Amy McCollum and Ka-
tie Ballantine all scored convincingly leaving Nadine 
Hunter the hero in goal as her save as well as a BRA 
attempt going wide ensured that the home side pro-
gressed to the semi finals on Saturday 17th at Stor-
mont. The opposition was to be the eventual winners 
of the competition – Royal School Armagh. Firstly, 
however, the squad travelled to London on hockey 
tour. They spent 5 days playing 4 fixtures, sightseeing, 
shopping and team bonding. Everyone had an excel-
lent time, and the hockey preparation was very timely 
just before playing the semi final.

On semi final day, having watched Banbridge beat 
Rainey Endowed in the other semi, the team knew 
the high standard expected in order to reach the fi-
nal. The game started with both teams nervously giv-
ing the ball away and making unusual mistakes. It 
was Armagh who got into their stride enjoying some 
attacks especially down the right side.   As per the 
quarter final, Omagh’s defence led by the superb Amy 
Forbes stood strong, clearing any threat out of circle.  
Armagh pressed very high, making it very difficult 
to get the ball out of Omagh’s defensive half. Omagh 
were happy to get to half time having not conceded 
and were determined to threaten the Armagh goal 
more often.  The second half began more open, allow-
ing both teams more time and space.   Following an 
Omagh attack, Armagh won possession in  their half 
and attacked the left side. The ball fumbled into the 

circle and following a few bounces an Armagh for-
ward seized her chance and instinctively put the ball 
past Nadine Hunter in goals.  This spurred the Tyrone 
girls on and applied a lot more pressure on the Ar-
magh goal with 10 mins left in the clock.  They won 
a series of corners and with 2 mins to go Jess Hood 
scored a drag flick to equalise.  Despite a last gasp ef-
fort from Armagh, the final whistle sounded meaning 
penalty run ins wild decide who would make the final.  
Omagh who had defeated Belfast Royal Academy in 
the quarters after run ins were obviously confident, 
especially after Olivia Berry, Armagh’s first taker hit 
the post.   Jess Hood and Amy McCollum had their 
runs saved by the nimble Armagh keeper.  Nadine in 
goal for Omagh was unlucky not to repeat her hero-
ics in the quarters as the Armagh strikers were clini-
cal with their finishes. Despite Katie Ballantine coolly 
slotting the ball home it wasn’t enough and Armagh 
cheered as they made their second Superleague final 
in three years. Despite the disappointment, the squad 
knew how well they had done, and due to their prog-
ress, they will now enter the School’s Cup at the third 
round stage in January vs Ballyclare High School.

The 2AXI had a mixed start to the year, but started 
to play very well in the run up to their McDowell 
Cup campaign. Their first game was against Craiga-
von Senior High School. Grainne Murphy’s side were 
dominant from the start, linking passes well, and 
switching the ball into space very nicely. They were 
rewarded early on when Emma Marechaux found 
herself with the ball at the top right of the circle, and 
with a great strike saw her shot pass the keeper into 
the bottom left of the goal. Her second soon followed 
after a good run into the circle, she was in the right 
place to slot the ball home. The first half ended 2-0, 
despite many chances from the travelling side who 
just were not clinical enough in the circle. Following 
the break, Omagh continued their relentless attacks 
on the Craigavon goal. Katie Gault was excellent in 
midfield, and she was rewarded with two goals of her 
own following instinctive shots from the edge of the 
circle. Emma Hamilton soon made it five, after seeing 
a few of her previous efforts saved. Craigavon to their 
credit did not give up, scoring from a penalty corner 
close to the end of the game. The next round was at 
home vs Friends’ School Lisburn. The 2As knew they 
would need to be on their top game to match a very 
fast and well coached Friends team who immediately 
put the home side under pressure in the opening min-

  Hockey Report 2018



utes. Despite winning a series of penalty corners they 
were excellently defended by Captain Grainne Mur-
phy and co. Half way through the first half, Emma 
Hamilton was 1v1 against their keeper and saw her 
attempted placed shot go agonisingly wide off the left 
post.  From the resulting hit out, friends produced 
a text book counter attack down the right side and 
the unmarked left forward made no mistake in slot-
ting the cross home. Instructions at half time focused 
on being more direct when attacking as well as try-
ing to limit the Friends’ right sided attacks.  To their 
credit, Omagh’s midfield of Emma Marechaux, Katie 
Gault and Emma Hagan worked tirelessly and com-
bined well with the forwards Sophie Smyth, Saman-
tha Crawford, Emily Harper and Emma Hamilton to 
set up more definite chances.  They also aided the de-
fence of Katie Beattie, Lauren Warnock, Cara Moore 
and Grainne Murphy to surround the Friend’s players 
and prevent the attacks which brought them joy in the 
first half. With a few minutes to go, Omagh threw ev-
erything at the Friends’ circle, but despite their efforts 
the game ended 1-0. The squad can, however, be very 
happy with their second half performance.  Most re-
cently, the squad beat Royal School Armagh to ensure 
their confidence remained high nearing the Christ-
mas break.

The 2BXI captained by Holly Loughlin were a very 
young squad who began their Gibson Cup campaign 
with a draw vs Lagan College, defeat vs Rainey En-
dowed, and an excellent win vs Banbridge High 
School. Most recently, they played Sligo Grammar’s 
senior team, sure to be the toughest test so far, but fol-
lowing an excellent team performance, an instinctive 
goal from Clara Harper and a rebound from Jessica 
Rennie meant the game ended 2-0. They have also 
enjoyed good wins against Dungannon and Strabane 
Academy in the West of Ulster League. Despite having 
few matches so far, the 3rdXI, captained by Ellie Dun-
can have played very well and are very committed.

The U14AXI have put in some great performances 
this year. Captained by Jessica Rennie, they are pro-
gressing well in the league, most recently defeating 
Sligo Grammar 3-0. In the Junior Cup, they drew 
Strathearn away. The long journey to Belfast did not 
deter the girls who matched their opposition early 
on. Strathearn were dominant however in midfield, 
showing their strength in tackles and athleticism on 
the ball. They set up a few attacks through the cen-
tre of the pitch, and the defending team of Sophie Al-
exander, Christine Clements, Emma Isherwood and 
Molly Managh worked well together to keep them at 
bay. Rihanna Orr in goals had to be focused through-
out, making some fine saves in the first half. Goalless 
at half time, the travelling team looked tired after the 
interval and were glad of the rolling subs of Brook-
lyn Baird and Ruby Hood for fresh legs. Strathearn, 
however, scored early in the half from a penalty cor-
ner, meaning Omagh really had to step up their game. 
With patience in defence and midfield, the travelling 
team set up a few decent attacks, especially down the 
left side through Katie Ritchie and Hollie Berrabah, 
but unfortunately the Strathearn keeper did not have 
too much to do. The home side scored a late goal from 
open play leaving the scoreline 2-0. The junior side 
now enter the Junior Plate competition. 

The U14BXI are continuing to play their games in the 
league. They enjoyed a great performance recently 
against Omagh High School, where they fought out 
a 0-0 draw. The U13A and B squads who are getting 
used to traditional Saturday morning hockey have had 
mixed results so far and are continuing to improve.

We are all looking forward to a well earned Christmas 
break following a very busy and successful season so 
far!

Mrs Dickson



Congratulations to both girls futsal teams who competed today at 
Omagh Leisure centre in the Futsal NI Omagh Heat.

 The combined Year 8 and Year 9 team started with a 0-0 draw 
against Fivemiletown College moving onto a magnificent 4 nil win 
against Royal Dungannon (goals from Emma Dixon, Robyn Huey 
2 and Sophie Egerton). This was followed by a 2-0 defeat to Holy 
Cross who went on to win the competition against Royal School 
Dungannon. A final thrilling encounter against Omagh High 
School finished the tournament. Both sides fought hard and per-
haps a fear of losing saw the game finish 0-0.

 Year 10 and 11 team began proceeding against Devenish Col-
lege were Omagh Academy won 3-1 (goals from Amy McFarland, 
Kaitlin Gilliland and Sarah-Louise Caldwell), a fantastic performance and a goal scored by Amy McFarland 
from her own half! That was followed by a narrow 1-0 win against Holy Cross when again a great burst 
from defence say Amy McFarland find the bottom corner. Next up was Fivemiletown College were the girls 
triumphed 3-0 (goals from Amy McFarland and 2 from Kaitlin Gilliland). Lastly in the group was a tough 
match against Castlederg High School which we won narrowly 1-0 progressing to the semi final. Confidence 
was high but Omagh Academy met a very strong Aughnacloy College team with a inspired forward who 
scored 3 and set up a fourth. Some fantastic entertaining football and great goals scored left the squad with 
mixed emotions at the end.

 A great day overall, with some very attractive football and plenty of goals. Thanks to Mr McCrossan for or-
ganising and leading the day for the girls.

Futsal

    Lismore Comprehensive v Omagh Academy

The U16s started the season with a bye in the first 
round in the NISFA Cup competition. In the second 
round we played Lismore Comprehensive in Craigav-
on who had many gifted players in its squad who had 
experience playing for Manchester United, Liver-
pool and Kilmarnock youth teams. The Academy 
boys relished the challenge but with the strong wind 
against them in the first half they found ourselves 

3-0 down after just 20 minutes. Lismore didn't hold 
back as they dominated possession and put away a 
further 5 goals by the end of the first half. The Acad-
emy boys came out in second half determined to do 
better and with the wind behind them as they gave 
a much better account of themselves and tested the 
Lismore defence with Ellis Millar and Deen Chariet 
both unlucky not to score. Jack McMaster and Jack 
McFarland both took turns in goals during the game 
and both made a number of fantastic saves to the 
frustration of the Lismore forwards. Lismore added 
three more goals in the second half but It wasn't all 
doom and gloom as Zak Young scored a well-de-
served individual goal after putting great pressure on 
the Lismore defence. Even though the game ended 
11-1, it was an enjoyable day out as we have no doubt 
Lismore will go very far in the Cup as the Academy 
enter the Plate competition. The last few months the 
boys have put in a great effort with after school train-
ing every Monday and Wednesday, and are showing 
signs of improvement in preparation for the next 
game in the plate competition. 
Mr W Stewart

NISFA Cup - Under 16s Football



On the 22nd of October the U18  Football squad 
played a 7-a-side tournament at Fisher Park in Bal-
linamallard against Omagh High, St Kevin’s, Drum-
ragh College, Fivemiletown College and Castlederg 
High. Our players had a great start against Omagh 
High.  A fantastic goal from Zak Young meant that 
we were winning and dominating for most of the 
match until two defensive errors towards the end 
gave the victory to Omagh High which ended up 
winning the tournament.  We then went on to draw 
2 matches against St Kevin’s and Fivemiletown Col-
lege and lost against Drumragh and Castlederg High 
School.  Our players gave a convincing performance 
against the strongest teams and we saw the making 
of a great team for future competitions. Zak Young 
and Nathan Young had memorable performances in 
attack while Ethan Bell, Alex Fegan and Jack McMas-
ter were outstanding at the back. All of the players 
worked hard and should be proud of their perfor-
mance.

Mr Suárez

7 a side Football Tournament

U18 Football Report

On 16th of October Omagh Academy U18 football 
squad captained by Brandon Dickson travelled to 
Belfast to face St. Louise's College at Falls Park.
A disappointing first half coupled with a few poor 
clearances and a dubious offside decision saw Omagh 
Academy five nil down at half time.
The boys didn't let this get the better of them, re-
grouped and showed in the second half the team 
they truly can be. A lung bursting run from Nathan 
Young in which he skilfully cut through 5 players 
including dancing beyond their goalkeeper for him 
to slot home Omagh Academy's first goal. 15 minutes 
of constant pressure followed which was rewarded 
when Dylan Deery's precision corner was headed 
into the roof of the net by Young for his second.
Fine saves from Simon Thompson and strong tack-
ling from Alex Fegan kept the opposition out for the 
majority of the second period but late attacks from St 
Louise's when OA were attacking in numbers pro-
duced two more goals.
A drawn second half but ultimately a loss meant 
Omagh Academy moved into the NI School's Plate 
competition.
On 28th November the U18 football squad played 
Regent House, Newtownards at Londonderry Park. 
As Regent are the reigning NI School's Plate cham-
pions, Omagh knew it would be a difficult day. Gale 
force winds of 60mph coupled with none stop heavy 
rain made playing condition less than ideal. 
A tight opening exchange saw very little goal mouth 
action with Fegan and Kee holding well and Bell 
tracking their number 11. Unfortunately for Omagh 
Academy a sweet ball down the wing and brilliant 
cross saw their first shot on goal. A fine save from 
McMaster saw the ball loop into the air and fall to 
the centre forwards head to nod in. Within 2 minutes 
it was 2 nil through another fine finish from their 
advancing number 10. 
Most of the final action in the first half came down 
the OA left hand side. Smyth and Jozaf done well to 
keep them at bay for the remainder and made breaks 
up the wing using their midfield of Dickson, Young 
and Clarke. Too often though OA tried to rush the 
final pass or punt long and this made it difficult for 
McAskie to make his mark on the game. A couple of 
excellent balls into the box from Clarke, our corners 
and free kicks gave the hosts a scare but no goals to 
show for it. The last chance fell to Clarke at the end 
of the half but his shot just missed the top left hand 
corner.
Injuries and strains to Bell and McAskie saw Cowan 

and Deery introduced at half time. The second half 
was very stop, start and runs in behind from  Deery 
Dickson and Thompson threaten to see Omagh 
Academy register a goal. The best chance of the 
second half fell to Deery from a Dickson cross whose 
reaching volley was cleared off the line. Regent broke 
from the resulting corner and courtesy of a Thomp-
son hand ball scored a penalty. Hemphill was intro-
duced as well as McKeown and McElhinney due to 
injuries to Kee and Fegan our centre back pairing. 
The gale force winds helped Regent go on to score 
two wonder strikes and knock Omagh Academy out 
of the NI plate. 
The boys would like to wish Regent House all the 
best in the remainder of the tournament.

U18 Squad: Simon Thompson, Patrick Hanlon, Alex 
Fegan, Nathan Young, Samuel McKeown, Roman 
Jozaf, Brandon Dickson (C), Adam Clarke, Jack Kee, 
Dylan Deery, Andrew Smyth, Ewan McElhinney, 
Neil Hemphill

Mr McCrossan



The 2018/19 season is in full flow and the school con-
tinue to play with no fixed abode for home games.  
We have been very grateful to Omagh RFC for the 
use of their facilities on a number of occasions and 
we have also played ‘home’ games at Meadowbank in 
Magherafelt or at Strabane Academy.  Hopefully the 
new pitches at Campsie will be ready for use before 
the end of this season and we have somewhere to re-
ally call home again.

The 1stXV have had a topsy-turvy season to date.  
Wins over RSD, Limavady, Lurgan & Foyle came 
during a period of many injuries.  Thankfully the 
squad is almost back to full strength and prepara-
tions are well under way for the upcoming Schools’ 
Cup in January.
Robbie Sproule was voted in as 1st XV Captain and 
has lead his team brilliantly to date and is suitably 
supported by his leadership team of Jake McCay, 
Ryan Armstrong and Michael Marechaux. 
Robbie attended the launch of the Schools’ Cup in 
November with the other 32 school captains for the 
province.  We await results in round two before find-
ing out who we will play in round three. The 2nd XV, 
also hit and affected by injuries have had a pleasing 
season to date.  Impressive wins over RSD, Limavady, 
Banbridge and Wallace set them up nicely for their 
first round cup game against Lurgan.  An excellent 
50-5 victory saw them drawn against the much-
fancied RS Armagh in the second round.  Armagh 
ran out 29-5 winners on the day but the side can hold 
their heads high following a determined and spirited 
performance.  
We have again been in a position to select a 3rd XV 
this season.  Wins over Limavady and Banbridge set 
them up nicely for their first round  cup game against 
St Columba’s, Stranolar which they won by 36 – 17.
The Medallion Squad, sponsored by Gardencare @ 
Stephen Hunter Lawnmowers have been the team of 
the season to date.  Only, RSD, Coleraine and Meth-
ody have managed to beat this side who continue to 
go from strength to strength.  Joshua Kyle is contin-
ues to set new records, already with 25+ try’s to his 
name this season.  They will hope to maintain these 
performances as they enter the Medallion Shield after 
Christmas at the third round stage.
The U14 and U13 squads have had some positive 
results, even in defeat.  The U14’s have recorded wins 
against Banbridge, Strabane and Limavady while the 
U13s produced a monumental performance to defeat 
Wallace High School to record their first win of the 
season. 

We look forward to the rest of the season and hope 
for many more positive performances from all teams.  
Your support has been much appreciated and we 
hope to see you at more fixtures throughout the 
season. 

Mr Hunter

Rugby Round Up

David Braden U17’s and Joel Smyth U16’s are cur-
rently part of the Ulster Schools’ programme.  They 
attended regional training once a week at Meadow-
bank, Magherafelt.

Ulster Schools’ Rugby

Omagh Academy, with a small golf team of only 4 
players, reclaimed the Passmore Shield from Omagh 
CBS for the first time in 4 years in late September.
Scott Young, Joel Smyth, Luke Hamill and Oscar 
Murphy played some magnificent golf in sometimes 
testing conditions to comprehensively defeat their 
CBS rivals.
It is great to continue to be able to select a team to 
partake in this competition but even better to win the 
trophy back.
Well done to the team.

Mr Hunter

Passmore Shield Competition

Success For Jamie Lyons

Jamie Lyons in Year 10 has had a fantastic season on 
two wheels.  
Jamie won all 17 races on the way to being crowned 
the Mondello Masters Champion in the Junior Cup 
Class. 
Jamie’s progress on two wheels has seen him selected 
from a number of young riders to compete in the 
British Talent Cup in 2019. Well done, Jamie!


