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WELCOME YEAR EIGHT!
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We are delighted to extend a warm welcome to our
new Year 8 classes this term. The first term has
been filled with a range of activities, including
adjusting to new subjects, building friendships, and
enjoying several school trips. Some of the key
highlights thus far have been a visit to Castle Coole,
a trip to Manchester United, a variety of sports
events, and a public speaking competition.

Additionally, pupils have had the opportunity to
participate in several competitions, explore new
sports, and join lunchtime clubs. We encourage our
pupils to continue embracing school life and to fully
take advantage of the many opportunities that lie
ahead.

LUNCHTIME
CLUBS

Monday - Eco Schools and Science
Club

Tuesday - Junior Choir and Grassroots
Wednesday - ICT Club

Thursday - ICT Club

Friday - Junior SU and ICT Club
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Our new Year 8's travelled to Castle Coole to take part in our Induction Day. We are grateful to Rebecca
and Fionnuala from Young Enterprise, who helped the pupils make new friends and set challenges for the
future. The excellent National Trust guides led tours of the House, and they complimented our pupils on
their interesting questions and exemplary behaviour. When outside, we enjoyed the beauty of the Beech
Walk and glorious sunshine as we played games outside the 'big house'l A great day out for everyone.

Our Year 8 pupils have been working hard in class and

at home. In our autumn tracking reports, these pupils P u P , L T R AC K 'N G

(plus a small number who missed the photographs)

were awarded grade 1 for effort in five subjects or '
more. Well done, everyone! S U C C E S S .




YEAR 8 PUBLIC SPEAKING
COmPETTlON

] e, T Congratulations to seventeen
@ N o : exceptional Year 8 pupils who

S < = 1 . recently participated in our

' alod annual Year 8 public speaking
competition. They delivered
speeches on the theme 'My
Prized Possession,' showcasing
their creativity by speaking about
items that were original and
unusual. Topics included a
blanket with photographs of
family members, teddy bears, a
London pass wristband, a herd of
calves, and faith. It was very
difficult to pick a winner as our
pupils all did an exceptional job.
Results are as follows:

1st Place: Quinn Hetherington
2nd Place: Abigail Sproule
3rd Place: Isla Aiken

All pupils did an exceptional job
and were so confident in their
delivery.

These skills are so important for
our pupils in developing
confidence to be able to speak in
front of others. We are so proud

of you!
Be ©

ISLA, ABIGAIL AND QUINN

THE SUNDAY TIMES 2024 PARENT POWER GVIDE

We are delighted that Omagh Academy has retained its ranking as 15th school in
Northern Ireland (now 112th in the UK), in The Sunday Times Parent Power Schools
Guide. Congratulations to all staff and pupils!




LET'S HEAR FROM OUR YEAR
EIGHTS..

| have loved this term so far. At the start of the year, | was quite fearful about going
into my first days at Omagh Academy but soon realised there was nothing to be afraid

of as all pupils and staff are just lovely. | must be honest with you (in an enjoyable
way), | have got lost too many times to count on my fingers, and still to this very day, |

have a mind blank. As Audrey Hepburn said, "Nothing is impossible because the word
itself says, | am possible." That was the motive | had in the first couple of weeks. My
favourite subject is English, as | enjoy being creative and we learn really interesting
things!

RUBY ROSE MCKENNA

| have absolutely loved my first term at Omagh Academy. | have made many new
friends, and | am so thankful for them. My favourite subject is RE because we learn
lots of interesting things about other religions throughout the year, and we have a
lovely teacher. Many clubs go on throughout the school, but | recommend Junior SU
because we do so many lovely things such as recently having a pizza party. We also
got to meet up with Omagh High’s SU. It is a wonderful place to meet new friends.

BETHANY SAWYERS

My past term at Omagh Academy has been absolutely amazing, cheerful,
awesome, delightful, educational, marvellous, and yippee, which if you
didn’t know spells ACADEMY!!!! | love this school because I've made so
many new friends and learned so many things. My favorite subject is TD

because we get to learn so much and | have made so many cool things.
So far, my favorite club is the ICT club because I've made so many friends
and played so different games. | love this school so much. I'm so happy |
chose it.

OWAIN ARMSTRONG



SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

MATTHEW CALDWELL
HEAD 80Y

It has been a tremendous honour to have been elected as Head
Boy for Omagh Academy. It has been an extremely busy season
with events which have included delivering a speech for Prize Day,
taking part in Remembrance Day services, as well as representing
all areas of school life. | look forward to the challenges ahead as |
endeavour to be an ambassador for our school.

LEWIS HENDERSON
DEPUTY HEAD B0Y

| felt immense pride when | was selected as Deputy Head Boy
and have so far really enjoyed working with my fellow pupils.
Recently, | have been quite occupied with events like Prize Day,
Remembrance Day, and most recently, the school Carol Service.
My responsibilities have allowed me to contribute to positive
changes within the school and assist the younger students in my
form class. I'm excited to continue supporting my form class and
have truly enjoyed working with the junior school council.

ISAAC MILLIGAN
PEPUTY HEAD B0OY

| feel honoured to have been chosen as Deputy Head Boy. It has
been a busy term so far with lots of responsibilities. | have
particularly enjoyed the musical aspect, helping with the
Remembrance service as well as our school Carol Service. | am
grateful for the opportunity to collaborate with such dedicated
peers and staff members. These experiences have deepened my
appreciation for the strong sense of community at our school.

| look forward to further events in the school year!
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SARAH DONNELL
HEAD GIRL

Being Head Girl had been an incredible privilege and the most
rewarding experience of my school journey. | have thoroughly
enjoyed playing a role in important events such as Prize Day and
the Carol Service. The Remembrance service was particularly
meaningful as | had the opportunity to represent Omagh Academy
in paying tribute to those who have served in wars. Each of these
experiences has allowed me to grow as a leader and give back to
the school community. Serving as chairperson of the school
council has been fulfilling, and | have enjoyed discussing ideas
alongside pupils and staff. | am looking forward to continuing to
grow in my role and contributing to life in Omagh Academy.

KATHRYN BINGHAM
DEPUTY HEAD GIRL

| have truly relished my experience as Deputy Head Girl, and | feel
privileged to have been selected for this position. A standout
moment for me was giving our Prize Day guest speaker a tour of
the school, which allowed me to help him reflect on his own
school days—such an intriguing experience. Additionally, | have
enjoyed collaborating with the junior council and listening to their
perspectives on life at Omagh Academy. | look forward to
discovering what other opportunities this year in my role will bring.

DAISY MCCAFFREY
DEPUTY HEAD GIRL

| was honoured to be appointed as Deputy Head Girl in my final
year of Omagh Academy. So far, | have been involved in numerous
school events and the school carol service, which has enabled me
to work alongside many of the staff as well as the senior
leadership team. This has been an enjoyable experience and my
confidence grows every day in this role. | look forward to the
future duties and continuing to represent Omagh Academy.




Qenenary BuLs GARDEN
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Our annual Prize Day took place on Wednesday, September 18th, on a bright
and beautiful day. We were thrilled to welcome our guest speaker, Gareth T
Wilkinson, an alumnus of Omagh Academy, son of former Head of Art & Design, & #§-

Mr. Roy Wilkinson, and the current UTV NorthWest Correspondent. F

Congratulations to our students who received awards and recognition for their
hard work in both curricular and extra-curricular activities. We are incredibly
proud of each of you!

Our guest speaker also had the chance to tour the school, which brought back
fond memories for him! They visited the Bulb Garden, lovingly created by his
father, Mr. Roy Wilkinson.

A special thank you to our Eco-Schools Club for their dedication in maintaining
the raised beds and adding vibrant colors to our grounds.

A




ACADEMIC
TIES

Congratulations to Year 14 pupils
who were presented with Academic
ties in Assembly. The ties are
presented to pupils who have
received at least 3 'A’ grades in their
AS Level exams.

PRIZE DAY: NEW AWARDS

e

ROY WILKINSON AWARD JAMES MCBAIN AWARD

We were delighted to accept two new awards this year from former principal, Mr McBain and from guest
speaker, Gareth Wilkinson.

The James McBain Award is awarded to a pupil who throughout Key Stage 3 best combined the qualities of
scholarship and sportsmanship with service to the school.

The Roy Wilkinson Award for Creativity is awarded to the pupil who has displayed an imaginative and innovative
approach to producing unique and original projects during the course of their studies.

Corg}gqatulatilons to the first recipients - Alexander McColgan and to the Year 10 Terex Team, Emily, Ruby, Lily,
Isabel & Layla.



SCHOOL ORI’IAL 2024

On October 25th, our sixth form pupils dazzled in their formal attire for their school formal. The formal committee
and Mr Stewart, did an exceptional job organising the event. We want to extend our gratitude to Corick House for
providing an outstanding meal.

We recently hosted our annual Interview Skills Day for Year 14 students. In the morning, Pat Jamison from
U-formation facilitated a workshop focusing on job applications and interview techniques.

In the afternoon, students participated in mock interviews. This experience will serve as excellent
preparation for pupils facing interviews for university courses and future job opportunities.

A special thank you to the interviewers who generously volunteered their time to assist our students.



ﬁq AMBULANCE

TIME
LIVES

Every Tuesday morning during PSE, our pupils have the opportunity to
contribute to our selected charity, Air Ambulance. We extend our gratitude
to all the pupils who generously give every single Tuesday. Air Ambulance

performs remarkable work in our community on a daily basis, and we are
grateful to be able to support their ongoing expenses. Thank you,

everyone!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

« Friday, January 3rd - Spring Term begins.

« Friday, January 3rd - Year 12 Mock Exams
begin.

« Monday, January 13th - Year 13 Mock Exams
begin.

» Thursday, January 30th - Open Night

« Friday, January 31st - Staff Day

+ Tuesday, February 4th - Year 12 Parents’
meeting

« Monday, February 11th - Friday, February 15th
- Mid Term Break

NEW STAFF

We would like to welcome our new staff
members who have joined us in September:
Miss Murphy joins us in the Modern
Languages Department. Mrs Fiona Ainsworth
joins us as a Classroom Assistant. We wish
you both well in your career at Omagh
Academy!

We invite Year 6 /7 pupils
& their families to

Open Evening
2025

(] Thursday 30th January

@ 6.30PM Principal's Address

21-23 Dublin Road
Omagh, BT78 1HF

www.omaghacademy.com

OMAGH
ACADEMY

Inspire.Empower.Achieve
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SCHOOL coupCIL
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Our School Council representatives have had an action packed first term, meeting on a regular basis to discuss
many important issues.

Our representatives were elected as a result of an election campaign in the month of September. Once elected,
these members met and agreed on their roles, made preparations for events as well as discussing plans for the
year ahead. This term we have focused on regular meetings, contribution to school policies or consultations,
charitable work and pupil wellbeing. Our events this term are outlined in the pages that follow!




JUNIOR SCHOOL COVNCIL

8A Alex Singleton

8B Catherine Beattie
8C Ruby Rose McKenna
8D William Keatley

9A Abby White

9B Angelina Ignatenkova
9C Robert Semple

9D Isla McCallum

10A Sophie Lyttle

10B Joshua Somerville
10C Brodie George

» 10D Megan Moore

11A Kelly Daly

11B Theo Hardy

11C George Carey
11D Scott Smyth
12A Ryan Henderson
12B Isaac Henderson
12C Poppy Sproule
12D Lucy Keys

- 13A Debbie Rea

% 13B Grace Surphlis

13D Kiara McLaren
14A James Burke
14B Caleb Miller
14C Liam Johnston
14D Jenni Kelly

CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL

We were delighted to be able to deliver 28 Christmas Food Hampers to The LTC Outreach Centre & REACH
Food Bank.

Thank you to pupils and staff who assisted and donated. The School Council appreciate your generosity and
willingness to help those in need this Christmas.




Odd-Sock / Tie Day

Yrg-i0 Yril-14

Anti-Bullying Week took place in
November with the theme this year
focusing on ‘Choose Respect'’. As part of
this national awareness, our school
community took part in a range of events
in order to spread this vital message. Our
events included Odd Socks Day in which
pupils were encouraged to wear odd
socks to celebrate each of our
differences, as well as presentations
delivered in assembly. PSE lessons also
focused on the theme of choosing
respect and pupils engaged in various
activities as well as designing a poster to
spread the message. We thank the
council for all their effort in making this
such a successful week.

CHOOSE
RESPECY

RESPECTING OTHERS IS EASY T0 DO,

ENJOY YOURSELF WITH OTHERS T0O!
STAY AWAY FROM BULLYING, IT"S
NOT NICE,

PRETENDING YOU DON'T NOTICE IT,
IS NOT NICE!

EXPRESS YOUR FEELINGS IN A NICE
WAY,

o m 9 » m

CARE AND KINDNESS- EVERY DAY!

T0 EVERYONE WHO'S FEELING LEFT OUT, TELL
T SOMEONE YOU TRUST, DON'T JUST STAND
ABouT!
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Cody McCutcheon Bella Sproule Laurie Nethery Sara Patrick

Last term, we ran our annual school diary competition. This event allows students to create a design for our current

year's school diary cover (2024/25). We received some fantastic entries.
SCHOOL DIARY

The Commendation Award went to Cody McCutcheon from Year 8.
Third place was awarded to Bella Sproule, also in Year 8.

The runner-up position was given to Laurie Nethery from Year 9.

» The winning design was created by Sara Patrick, also in Year 9.
Well done to everyone who submitted an entry!

MADE FOR MORE SCHOOL cOupnCIL WORKSHOP

Our School Council recently attended a Leadership Workshop delivered by Made for More.
Thank you to the leaders for reminding our student councillors about opportunities to have a positive

impact on others and working effectively as part of a team.




SHARED STRVULE
STUDENT
COUNCIL

STRULE

In November, the Shared Strule
Student Council was hosted by the
Christian Brothers Grammar School
for their first event this year. The
pupils enjoyed sharing about their
school’s identity and legacy with the
other partner schools. This year our
Shared Strule Student Council
representatives are Lewis, Debbie,
George, Ava, Angelina, and Ruby Rose.
We thank them for their valued
contributions!

Resilience and protecting our
mental health have never been
more important.

Eight of our Year 8s volunteered
to attend an inter school
conference on these issues
recently, at the Station Centre.
The seminars were run by local
young people, including some of
our senior pupils. A very useful
and enjoyable day.

STRVULE SHARED
EDUCATION

CAMPVS

~  Construction of the Strule Shared

Education Campus recently began
in Omagh. Representatives from

- our school were invited to a
~ celebration event to mark this
. momentous occasion.




LOVE FOR LIFE %

Love for Life team delivered workshops to pupils in Years 9, 11 and 13 in
September as part of the RSE programme. Many thanks to the Love for Life
Team for delivering engaging and informative workshops.

MADE FOR
MORE
WORKSHOPS

In October, we welcomed 'Made for More' team into school to facilitate two workshops.
Year 8 attended a workshop on 'Digital Awareness' whilst Year 10 attended a workshop entitled 'Minding Your
Head'.

SMASHED LIVE

‘Smashed Live' is a theatre-based
programme to educate young people on the
dangers of underage drinking in a way that
is creative, engaging and hard-hitting. In
November, Year 10 pupils attended a
theatre performance staged by the NI
Smashed Live' Team in the school
Assembly Hall. The theatre performance
and subsequent workshop aims to
empower young people by equipping them
with the information, awareness and
confidence to make responsible choices.

. l 2 —

INSPIRE EDUCATE

Our Year 12 pupils recently
had sessions from Inspire
Educate to help develop their
skills in preparing efficiently
for exams and their ability to
effectively revise.

This was a thoroughly
informative session that will
no doubt be of great use to
the year 12s going forward.
Thanks to Aran and Inspire
Educate for an excellent day.

G4t S G



Our GCSE Spanish students recently had a
great time exploring the sights of Barcelona.

Our first day was spent in hazy Barcelona to the
exciting backdrop of the America's Cup. We had
free time around Maremagnum watching the
yachts prepare for racing and then went on a
very informative walking tour of the main sights
from Las Ramblas to the Sagrada Familia,
taking in the famous Boqueria market and
Gaudi's houses.

Despite the promised storm on our second day,
we enjoyed a warm, dry day solving clues
around Tarragona and cycling along the coastal
path between Cambrils and Salou. After dinner,
we explored Salou and had a beautiful moonlit
paddle. Okteam Team Building did a great job
leading us through Tarragona on a CSl-style
adventure.

Day 3 in the morning found us practising our
Spanish with lots of interactive games and
activities provided by the wonderful teachers at
Stadium Academy in Salou. We also had the
opportunity to visit Portaventura, with lots of
tired pupils that evening. Lots of memories
made!
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The Modern Languages Department had an
action-packed two weeks to celebrate
European Day of Languages.

Our Year 8 pupils enjoyed a French breakfast in
international costume! They all looked
fantastic! Well done to the prize winners! We
thank Teresa and her team in the canteen as
well as Léa, our French Assistant, and our Year
14 judges, who chose the best costumes.

Year 9 participated in a poetry competition in
both French and Spanish. The standard was
incredibly high. Congratulations to everyone for
their effort, especially to all the finalists. A huge
well done to the overall winner for Year 9,
Angelina, who came first in both French and
Spanish.

Year 10 enjoyed a world food competition.
Again, the entries were superb and the
standard was incredibly high. Well done to our
winners!

Finally, our GCSE groups enjoyed salsa dancing
sessions, led by brilliant and energetic Andrea
and Maria.

What a fantastic couple of weeks celebrating!



Danish
Pastries

Our Year 8 pupils recently had a taster of Mandarin language, culture, geography, art and

calligraphy!
Thank you to Cai and Chen from the Confucius Hub at South West College for transporting

us to China for an exciting hour.
Mandarin classes take place after school every Monday in Room 15. We'd love to see you

there!




ART
EXHIBITION

STRULE ARTS CENTRE

Earlier this term, AS and A2 Art and
Design students had the opportunity
to attend a presentation by artist
Cathy Carman at the Strule Arts
Centre. During this event, the students
gained valuable insights into her
exhibition titled "Rapture." It proved to
be an enjoyable and enriching
afternoon.

NUTRITION AND s "
FOOD SCIENCE ; @cgfre
TRIP

On Friday, October 18th, 2024, Year
13 and 14 Nutrition and Food
Science students visited CAFRE
(Loughry Campus) in Cookstown to
participate in an A Level HACCP
workshop. This enriching experience
provided students with a deeper
understanding of HACCP principles.
Both staff and students thoroughly
enjoyed the workshop.

On Thursday, 17th October 2024,
the Health and Social Care
Department were delighted to
welcome Sharon Colhoun
(Knockmoyle Lodge Care Home)
and Clara Houston (Springlawn
Nursing Home) to deliver a
presentation to Year 13 pupils
about how quality care is
promoted in the nursing home
setting. Their talk was very
insightful and will provide an
excellent foundation for the pupils’
L AS coursework. We wish to extend
our thanks to both Sharon and
Clara for giving up their time and
coming into our school. It is very

HEALTH AND SOClAL CARE VvISIT much appreciated.




WATER WARRIORS! ==

STRULE ARTS CENTRE

Our Science & Eco-school Club had a great trip to
Water Warriors.

This was hosted by Mark_thescienceguy, who is a
theoretical Physicist, former professional footballer,
TV presenter and Head of Science & Sport at
Explorium - Ireland’s National Science Centre. He kept
pupils enthused and engaged with his amazing
demos and invited some of our pupils onto the stage
to take part in a number of fun science activities,
including, water tornadoes, interactive challenges
and quizzes.

It was an incredible morning full of laughter and fun
where we learnt about the importance of preserving
and conserving our water ways.
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SOROPTOMIST pPuBLIC
SPEAKING COMPETITION

Congratulations to Year 13 pupil, Lena, who took part in
the Soroptomist Public Speaking Competition in
Silverbirch Hotel.

BUSINESS STUDIES
TALK

Our Year 12 and 13 Business Studies
students heard an excellent presentation

A from former pupil, Jack Armstrong
recently.

Jack told us about his career journey from
A-Levels to the PwC Flying Start degree
programme. Thank you to Jack for
preparing and delivering such an
interesting and informative talk.


















































































